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ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS. 


—e 


IN concluding the first volume of the Adviser, the Editors 
would fail to do justice to their own feelings, and to manifest a prop- 
er regard for the public, should they forbear to express thsir grateful 
sense of the extensive patronage, which they have received. The circu- 
lation of the work has greatly exceeded the most sanguine anticipa- 
tions, which, when it wascommenced, were indulged, even by its” 
warmest friends. This circumstance, combined with their conviction 
of the high utility of periodical publications, when enlisted in the ser- 
vice of religion and made the vehicles of correct sentiments and sound 
instruction, they have viewed as imperiously requiring a contiuance 
of the work. 7 

With regard to the manner, in which the publication shall in future 
be conducted, they will presume to say but little. That in point of 
literary merit, it should rank high, cannot be reasonably expected. 
The situation and the numerous avocations of those, on whom the 
task of conducting the work devolves, put it out of their power to 
attain such an object. Itis designed for circulation among every 
class of the community ; and to be useful, rather than to be admired, 
is the desire of the Editors. They would, however, remark, that 
it will be their aim to insert nothing, which, to the man of cultivated 
taste will occasion disgust, and they shall endeavor to blend interest 
with the lessons of instruction and admonition, which they hope to 
convey. 

The original proposals furnish a correct account of the religious 
sentiments, with which the publication will be hereafter fraught. 
The Editors will direct their efforts to the diffusion and support of 
those principles, usually distinguished as the doctrines of grace, with- 
out descending to become the abettors of the peculiar opinions of any 
of those, who embrace this general system. 

They hope by the pnblication to furnish numbers with religious 
reading, who would otherwise be almost, if not entirely destitute of 
it, and to afford] many rational and improving entertainment for a 




































































iv ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS, 


leisure hour. They would also fondly cherish the expectation, that 
by it they may be the happy instruments of enlightening the minds 
of the ignorant ; of detecting and exposing error, and thus re¢laim- 
ing those, who have imbibed it; of alleviating the sorrows and en- 
larging the consolations of those, who mourn in Zion; of awakening 
the unconcerned from their. apathy; of animating the languid to 
zeal and activity ; and of inculcating on alla serious attention 
to divine things, a sacred regard for duty, and an assiduous pursuit 
of that “ holiness, without which no man shall seethe Lord” How- 
ever inadequate they may be found upon a trial to the task, which 
.they have assumed, the Editors trust, they may venture to aseure the 
public, that no exertions shall be wanting on their part to attain these 
important ends, and to render the work deserving of that support, 
which it may receive. 

When the cheapness of the publication fs taken into view; (the 
size of which will hereafter be enlarged considerably beyond the 
original preposals, without any increase of the price, ) when it is con- 
sidered that the work is conveyed to subscribers fiee from expence ; 
that each, while he is benefiting himself,.contributes to aid the funds 
of the Missionary Society, the Editors feel themselves warranted in 
looking for the contiaued countenance of their former patrons. 

The Editors are fully aware, that the undertaking is arduous, 
They are deeply sensible of the difficulty of satisfying that diversity 
of tastes, which exists in the various classes of readers, for whom the 
work is designed. | But they rely on the candor of the public, and 
derive encoyragement from the consciousness, that they are attempt 
ing to subserve the best of causes. Should their exertions be the 
means, in the hand of God, of reclaiming any from error and sin, 
and of improving in any degree the moral aad religious character of 
the community, they will not have been made in vain. | 

That such may be the happy is‘ue of our labors, we humbly and 
devoutly commend them to the blessing of that God, who can render 
effectual. the feeblest instruments—with whom “ there is no restraint 
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THE number of religious 
publications is at prefent forgreat, 
that, at firft, it might appear fu- 
perfluous to inftitute an addition- 
alone. But when it was confid- 
ered that a work of this kind 
could be publifhed among our- 
felves cheaper, than it could be 
procured abroad, and that any 
profits which might accrue could 
be devoted to the fupport of 
Miffionaries in our deftitute fet- 
tlements; and when it was far- 
ther confidered, that fucha pub- 
lication printed within the State 
would excite a more lively inter- 
eft, and be more univerfally read, 
than any one procured out of it, 
the General Convention were 
unanimoufly in favor of appoint- 
ing Editors to inftitute, fhould 


they find fufficient encourage- 


ment, a periodical work. So 
‘liberal have been the fub{fcrip- 
tions that the Editors have no 
queftion refpecting the expedi- 
-ency of publifhing the work, ac- 
cording to the original Propofals. 

While fifty-fix numbers of po- 
litical works are monthly iffued 
from the prefles of this State, it 


would be matter of no fmall fur- 
prife, fhould not fufficient en- 
couragement be afforded to fup- 
port one of a religious nature. 

Our calculations have been 
made not fo much with a view of 
increafing the funds of the Mif- 
fionary Society, as of {catterin 
the light of divine truth—of af 
fording religious inftruétioa at a 
very moderate expense to every 
member of the community. The 
appointment of agents in moft 
of the confiderable towns, with 
which communications can be 
had bythe ftages, will, it is con- 
ceived, very much accommodate 
the public. As the expenfe of 
tranfportation to the fevera] a- 
gents will be defrayed out of the 
avails of the work—(a_ thing 
which is not done by any other 
eftablifhment of the kind in the 
United States,) the price to fub- 
{cribers will not much exceed the 
poftage on moft ofthe magazines, 
which are printed out of the 
State. 

We defire to obferve refpec- 
ing the merits of the work, that 
we hope the public will not ex. 
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pect too mich. Our difperfed 
fituation will give it a claim to 
be perufed with candor. The 
{trength of an editorial depart- 
ment like that of an army is 
weakened very much in propor- 
tion to the diftance of its mem- 
bers. We truift, however, no 
attention will be wanting, which 
is confiftent with our profeflional 
avocations, 

The complexion of the work 


will be beft underftood by the fol- 


lowing extract trom the original 
propofals :— 

* As general utility is the pro- 
** felled object of this publica- 
** tion, the Editors do not pro- 
‘‘ nofe to confine themfelves to 
‘the infertion of original mat- 
‘© ter, but to make fuch feleétions 
“from books, and etner publi- 
“cations, as fhall appear beft 
“calculated to promote ufeful 


o 


“ knowledge, 
‘¢ and vita] piety. 

“It is intended to have the 
“« matter of the ADVISER con- 
*‘ fift_ of biographical fketches ; 
*“ {hort eflays on the doctrines 
“and duties of religion ; 3 eXxpo- 
“ fitions of difficult paflages of 
“‘feripture; ferious perfuafives 
‘*to the impenitent to embrace 
“the gofpel; religious anec- 
“« dotes ; extracts from ecclefiat- 
*< tical hiftory ; ; accounts of re- 
“ vivals of religion; religious 
“‘ intelligence ; ev angelical po- 
‘* ems, and occafionally, litts of 
‘* new publications, and reviews 
“of interefting works. 

« With regard to religious fen- 
‘‘ timents, it will be the aim of 
“the Editors to maintain and 
** difleminate that fyitem of doc- 
“¢ trines, ufually denominated the 
“* doGrines of the reformation, or 
** the dofrines of grace, as being, 


found morality,’ 


“in their apprehenfion, the true 
“ fy‘tem of the Scriptures. But 
‘© they do not intend to become 
“the advocates and defenders 
‘‘ of any peculiar opinions em- 
“‘ braced by thofe who agree in 
“‘ this general {fchemte. Nor is it 
‘¢ their intention to endeavor, by 
“this Publication, to build up 
*‘ one denomination of Chriftians 


“and pull down another, or to: 


“admit any thing into it, which 
“‘ fhall give juit caufe of offence 
* to any denomination. 

“« Although the Editors of this 
“* work do not defign to have its 
** pages occupied with theologic- 
‘“‘ al difputes, yet they will not 
 abfolutely {hut the door againtt 
*‘ a temperate difcuflion ot im- 
‘ portant queftions in theology, 
“if confined within moderate 
‘¢ limits.” 

The Editors can but entertain 
an.anxious hope, that through the 
divine bleffing, this work may be 
inftrumental_ "of building up our 
churches—of alarming the fe- 
cure finner and corre¢ting the li- 
centious practices of thoie, who 
drink in iniquity like water—of 
informing the rifing generation, 
at_leaft, of redeeming fome of 
the hours, which they would oth- 
therwife {pend idly on the Sab. 
bath—and of inducing many to 
look to the ** Lord, that he may 

nail their fins to the crofs of 
Chrift, bathe them in the blood 
of Chrift and hide them in the 
wounds of Chrift, fo that the 
puniifhment, which would elie 
overtake them may pafs over 
them.” 

When we confider, that we 
are monthly, through the medi. 
um of the ApviseER, to addrefs 
feveral thoufand perfons, and 
that interefting confequences de. 
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pend onthe manner of its execu- 
tion, we can but feel our reipon- 
fibility, and the folemnity of the 
undertaking. Moift of our read- 
ers probably we {hall never fee, 
till their probation and ours has 
terminated. Should we be the 
humble inftruments of redeem- 
ing any from endlefs ruin, with 
what tranfporting, mutual joy 
may we hope to meet, in a world, 
where we fhall never be embar- 
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raffed with thefe imperfect medi- 
ums of communication. 

With fervent fupplications us 
nited as we hope with the earneit 
prayers of aur readers, we now 
commend the work to the blef- 
fing of Almighty God, implor. 
ing that our moft fanguine ex- 
pectations may be realized, and 
that our labors may not be in 
vain in the Lord. 


THE EDITORS. 
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MEMOIR OF SAMUEL PHILLIPS, ESQ. 
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LATE LTe GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Extracted from Dr. Tappan’s Sermon occasioned by his Death. 


I DOUBT not that you 
have all anticipated me in apply- 
ing the character juft drawn to 


the ExceLLent Man, whofe fu- 


neral rites we are now perform- 
ing. His fervent and uniform 
piety, his upright and zealous de- 
votion to every private and pub- 
lic duty, prompted and ftrength- 
ened by large capacities for use- 
fulnefs, rendered him a diftin- 
guifhed ornament and pillar both 
of the Church and Common- 
wealth. 

The Author of nature had be- 
ftowed on him many eminent 
gifts. Among thefe may be 
reckoned a clear apprehenfion ; a 
found and penetrating judgment; 
a {pirit ardent and enterprifing, 
yet patient, deliberate, and per- 
fevering; a mind formed for 
great projects, yet fagacious, de- 
licate, and cautious in tiie felec- 


tion of objects, and in the choice 
and application of means. Thefe, 
and other excellent endowments 
were matured by liberal ftudies, 
purfued with manly diligence and 
virtue ; and by a clofe obferva- 
tion of men and things. They 
were early and conftantly de- 
voted to the beft ends by a fub- 
lime fpirit of benevolence and 
godlinefs. 

Such talents, thus employéd, 
foon attra¢ted the public efteem. 
He was very early called into the 
legiflative councils of this State, 
and for many years, and during 
the moft trying viciflitudes, was 
one of her moft efficient, ufeful, 
and approved ftatefmen, in the 
reprefentative orfenatorial branch 
of her government. Many fuc- 
ceffive eleétions placed him at the 
head of her legiflature. In this 
high and delicate fituation he e- 
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4 Memotr of Samuel Phillips, Esq. 


qually honored himfelf and ben- 
efited the commonwealth, by his 
punctuality and affiduity, by his 
correétnefs and difpatch, by his 
mild, impartial, and dignified 
conduct. His wifdom, juftice, 
and patriotifm were for a long 
time exercifed in one of our judi- 
ciary departments ; in which his 
ability and integrity, his patient, 
candid, and diligent attention 
_ were univerfally approved. He 
took an early and decided part in 
the glorious confli& for Ameri- 
can freedom and independence; 
and by his example, counfels, 
and exertions, largely contribut- 
ed to its {pirited profecution and 
profperous iflue. His well digeft- 
ed ideas of the nature, and ftrong 
impreflions of the value of obe- 
dient liberty, joined with his en- 
lightened zeal for the welfare of 


his country, made him a firm 
and able fupporter of her local 


and national conftitutions of gov- 
ernment, and of thofe meafures, 
which gave them a full and ener- 
getic operation. He viewed her 
civil, moral, and religious eftab- 
lifhments, as under God, the fe- 
curity, yea, the vital principle of 
her freedom and profperity. 
Agreeably, the piety of our 
iluttrious citizen was equal to 
his patriotifm. His religion fup- 
ported and exalted both his pri- 
vate virtues and public energies. 
He had ferioufly itudied the evi- 
dence, the nature, and the worth 
of Chriftianity. From early 
youth he appeared to feel its fanc- 
tifying influence. Whilea mem- 
ber, of the Univerfity, he was a 
model and patron, not only of 
literary induftry, dignified man- 
ners, and the pureit “morals, but 
of devout, ardent, yet rational 
misty. He there difplayed that 
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capacity and zeal for ufeful pro- 


jects, which remarkably diftin. 


guifhed his future life. He waé 
either a founder or leading mem- 
ber of three felect affociations, 
devoted to fcientific cr patriotic 
purfuits. He alfo earneftly pro- 
moted, and ably affifted in a fo- 
ciety formed for religious and 
moral improvement. In _ the 
meetings of this fociety he gave 
ftriking proofs of his proficiency 
in divine wifdom, efpecially in 
the gift and fpivit of prayer. 
The humility and fervour, the 
propriety and eloquence, with 
which he dfterward led the dai- 
ly devotions of his family, will 
long be remembered even by his 
occafional guefts ; and his cor- 
refponding example, inftruction, 
and government in his houfe, 
will, I hope, live not only in 
the grateful veneration, but in 
the pious and lafting improve- 
ment of many, who were placed 
under his care. As his belief and 
profeflion of the gofpel were de- 
liberate and unfhaken ; fo his at- 
tendance on its ordinances, his 
exemplification of its virtues, and 
his zeal for its interefts, proclaim- 
ed the fincerity, the power, and 
the excellence of his faith. His 
ftri& and deep views of evangel- 
ical doctrine and duty, of human 
depravity and mediatorial mercy, 
evidently formed his heart to a 
penitent and lowly, a kind and 
condefcending fpirit, joined with 
devout and habitual dependence 
onthe grace of God through the 
atonement of his Son. At the 
fame time they produced high 
efforts of grateful zeal and imi- 
tation, fuited to the tranfcendent 
difcoveries and enforcements of 
benevolence and morai perfec- 
tion, contained in the goipe 
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| gence and refolution. 
| was too ferious and benevolent, 
| too active and great, to relifh or 
even endure the fancied pleafures 
) either of ufelefs indolence or dif- 
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Influenced by thefe and fimi- 
lar fentiments, he was a diftin. 


guilhed pattern of virtuous dii- 
His mind 


fipating amufement. Both his fol- 
itary and focial hours were in- 
tenfely devoted to fome object of 
utility. His zealous induftry 
would hardly permit thofe paufes 
of application, and attentions to 


|health, which might feem due 


to the delicacy of his frame, and 
the anxious concern of his friends 
and the public. 

This remarkable activity was 


; joined with great economy and _fim- 
B plicity. 
| oppofed to that luxury and fplen- 


He was confcientioufly 


dor, which facrifice to perfonal 
vanity and pleafure the wealth 
and opportunity, which Heaven 
beltows for very different ends. 
He wifhed to encourage thofe 
manners, which fuit a young re- 
publican community, and on 
which virtue and contentment, 
proiperity and ufefulnefs effen- 
tially depend. By cherifhing 
thefe habits in himfelf and his 
connections, he aimed to increafe 
their power and diipofition to: do 
good. ‘That ability and atten- 
tion, which were hereby diverted 
from purpofes merely felfifh and 
vain, were earneftly directed to 
folid and charitable ufes. Which 
leads us to add, that 

His cordial and extenfive hof- 
pitality, his tender and zealous 
patronage of friendlefs or indi- 
gent merit, his eager facrifices of 
private bufinefs and intereft to 
public exigence, his efforts to 
roufe, direct, and encourage the 
charity and public fpirit of oth- 
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ers, his diftinguifhed contribu- 
tions of time, influence and pro- 
perty to feminaries of learning 
and religion, loudly atteft his pure 
and exalted philanthropy. ‘Thete 
and many fimilar facts evince that 
he lived not to himfelf, but to the 
good of his fellow-men, and the 
honor of his God. 

The hiftory of man does not 
often furnifh a character fo full of 
various, well directed, and ufe- 
ful energies. It does not often 
illuftrate the art of living fo 
much in fo {mall a compats of 
years. Though our refpectabdle 
Friend was cut off in the midi 
of his days,* yet if life be meaf- 
ured by thofe exertions and im- 
provements, which “ anfwer life’s 
great end,” he had attained to a 
rare and honorable longevity. 

At the laft annual election he 
was defervedly raifed to the chair 
of Lieutenant-Governor in this 
Commonwealth. Though. his 
health was then greatly impaired 


by athreatening difeafe, his ref- 


pec& to the public voice, and 
defire of continued ufefulnefs, 
prompted his grateful acceptance 
of the office, and as far as poffi- 
ble, his diligent attendance on 
its duties. From this period the 
gradual increafe of his bodily 
complaints, though it fufpended 
his former energies, yet could not 
{top that mental fenfibility and 
application, to which his whole 
foul was attempered. During a 
long fcene of great animal de- 
bility, his mind was deeply and 
alternately occupied with his tem- 
poral and fpiritual concerns, with 
the affairs of his beloved Acad- 
emy, and with the {till weightier 
interefts of his country’ and of 
Zion. Thus “his ruling paffion 

* He died Feb. 10, 1802, aged au. 
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was ftrong in death ;” his foul 


was on the ftretch to do good al- 
moft to his lateft breath. His 
hope of future happinefs, in the 
near profpeét of diffolution, was 
that of a humble evangelical be- 
liever. Confcious of imperfec- 
tion, and at the same time of 
Chriftian fincerity and faithful- 
nefs, he renounced every plea of 
perfonal merit, and “ looked for 
the mercy of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift unto eternal life.” 

N. B. To give the reader a distinct 
view of his public offices and services, 
we beg leave to subjoin, that he wus 
chosen in his twenty-fourth year to 
represent his native town in the Pro- 
vincial Congress at Watertown, in 
1775: that he was a member of that 
Congress and the succeeding Houses 
of Representatives every year, till 
the adoption of our State Constitu- 


tion in 1780; that he was frequently 
employed upon important committees 


of those Houses during the revoiu- 


tionary war, and spared no exertions 
in his power for attaining the object 
of that struggle; that he wasa mem- 
ber of the Convention, which framed 
the above-named Constitution, and of 
the committee, which prepared a draft 
for that Convention; that on the a- 
doption of this Constitution, he was 
elected a member of the first Senate 
under it, and was continued in that 
branch of the Legislature till 180 

except in the memorable year succeefl- 
ing the insurrection, when his elect:on 
was precluded by his mission, with 
that of two other distinguished patri- 
ots, to the western counties, who 
discharged their trust in a manner 
highly grateful and conciliatory ; that 
he was chosen President of the Sen- 
ate in 1785, and continued in that of- 
fice, except in the year just mention- 
ed, tillhe was called up to a higher 
department. The unanimous vote, 


- which, at almostevery election, gave 


him the presidency of the Senate, a- 
mid the diversity of political oninions 
in that board, is a most honorable at- 
testation of his merit and of the pub- 
lic esteem. He wasappointed Justice 
of the Court of Common Pleas for 


(Yan. 


the county of Essex, in September, 
1781, and held that office till the close 
of 1797, when declining health, borne 
down by incessant fatigue, induced 
his resignation. 

His conspicuous services, talents 
and virtues not only placed him high 
in the popular affection and conhk- 
dence, but procured him honorable 
testimonies from the most enlightened 
and respectable bedies. He was hon- 
ored with a place among the original 
members of the American Acacemy 
of Arts and Sciences, incorporated 
early in 1780; and also with the de- 
gree of Doctor of Laws by Harvard 
University in 1793, 

eside other illustrations of his de- 
sire to do good, which might be pro- 
duced, the author, in compliance with 
the wish of the Trustees of Phiilips 
Academy, and with his own feelings, 
ecnimunicates the following facts. 

In an instrument, signed and sealed 
by Mr. Phillips, December 12, 1801, 
he directs and binds his heirs and ex- 
ecutors to pay to said Trustees One 
thousand dollars, to be by them and 
their successors always kept out at in- 
terest; one sixth part of this interest 
to be annnally added to the principal, 
and the other five sixth parts to be 
laid out in the purchase of pious writ- 
ings, viz. Dr. Doddridge’s Address 
to the Master of a family on family 
religion, his sermons on the religious 
education of children, the Westmin- 
ster Assembly’s Shorter Catechism, 
&c. to be annually distributed among 
the inhabitants of Andover, accord- 
ing to the best discretion of said 
Trustees, assisted by the Congrega- 
tional ministers of that town. He 
particularly directs that the above- 
named Address on family religion be 
given to every young man, about to 
enter intoa family state. He further 
directs, that whenever the income of 
this fund shall exceed the objects a- 
bove specified, the surplus shall be 
applied.to the use of PurLuirs Acad- 
emy. 

In another instrument, dated Janu- 
ary 27, 1802, he directs the sum of 
four thousand dollars to be paid in 
trust to the same Trustees, to be made 
& perpetual increasing fund in the 
same manner with the preceeding, 
and the interest appropriated to the 
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following purposes :—viz, five sixth 


parts of the interest arising from one 
| foarth part of said capital sum to be 
} applied partly for better qualifying 


females to teach in the district schools 


) of Andover, and partly for extending 


the term of their instructions ;—and 
the five sixth parts of the interest of 
the remaining three fourth parts of 
said capital, to be laid out in procur- 
ing Bibles, Testaments, and Psalters, 
the pious writings mentioned in the 
former donation, and others of a sim- 
ilar character, to be distributed among 
poor and pious Christians, not be- 
longing to Andover, and also among 
the inhabitants of new towns and 
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rf 
“ 


plantations, or other places, where 
the means of religious knowledge are 
but sparingly enjoyed. Toenable the 
Trustees to form the most correct @- 
pinion of the proper objects of this 
donation, they are desired to seek in- 
formation from pious ministers of re- 
ligion in different parts of the coun- 
try. 

Thus this CurisTIaAN PHiLan- 
THROPIsF employed the last ebb-of 
life, as well as his vigorous days, in 
liberal and zealous endeavors to pro- 
mote the best interests of mankind. 
May his example provoke many to 
emulation. 








COMMUNICATIONS AND SELECTIONS. 
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ON THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY PIETY. 


THE feafon of youth is, in 
many points of view, the moft 
important and interefting period 
of human exiftence. During this 
feafon, ufually, our employments 
are chofen, our habits fixed and 
characters formed for life. On 
the improvement which is made 
of this feafon, does it commonly 
depend, whether we fhall be ufe- 
ful and refpectable, or worthlefs 
and contemptible in the world.—- 
In youth, is generally laid the 
foundation of a happy or mifera- 
ble life, and not unfrequently of 
a happy or miferable eternity. 
It is therefore pregnant with con- 
fequences of unfpeakable mo- 
ment. Our whole lives, nay our 
exiftence though eternity may, 
and moft likely will take their 
complexion from the period of 
our youth—a period too pecul- 


iarly expofed to temptation ;— ' 


when the paflions are ftrong and 
the judgment is weak ; when the 
allurements of vice eafily feduce 
the inexperienced mind from the 
path of true wifdom ; when the 
pleafures of the world appear to 
be the only good which is known, 
and the reftraints of virtue and 
religion, the only evil which is 
feared, 

Nor has the importance of this 
interefting period of human life 
been overlooked by mankind.— 
Many of the wife and good, of 
every age, have devoted thew 
time and talents to the inftruc- 
tion of youth, in wiidom -and 
knowledge, Thegreat and wife 


Solomon did not think fuch an. 


office beneath his exalted ftation 
and character, and his infiruc- 
tions on this fubject are of the 
higheft value. One great objec 
of his Preverbs was. as he tells us, 


ett re 


We ngs ig ilpee Het sis: gy: 





> aoe 















































2 owe apes gat’ ges 


~ —< Ki i te 
Ae en eee ee 


eS 


= ce faa 
a 




































: 


‘ ~ 


} judgment. 





8 On the Importance of Early Piety. | fan. 


. 


8 


‘¢ to give fubtlety to the fimple ; 
to the young man knowledge and 
difcretion.”? Afide from his in- 
{piration, no man has lived, prob- 
ably, whofe advice on this fub- 
ject is entitled to greater regard, 
becaufe no one was ever better 
qualified to give it. Tew have 
ever had equal advantages for 
gaining knowledgeon this fubjec, 
and few have improved them 
more wifely. His knowledge was 
not merely that gained by read- 
ing and obfervation, but it was 
the knowledge of experience.— 
He does not condemn the pleaf- 
ures of the world becaufe he nev- 
er enjoyed them, nor extol the 
pleafures of virtue and religion 
becaufe he knew no other, 
Whatever he fays then on the 
vanity of youthful pleafures and 
the importance of early piety is 
furely entitled to our own feri- 
ous attention; and efpecially is 
this the cafe when it’comes to us, 
as it does in the fcriptures, fanc- 
tioned with divine authority.— 
What then is the advice which 
this wife and experienced king of 
ifrael gives the young on this 
fubjet ? “ Rejoice, O young 
man, fayshe, in thy youth, and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thine heart and in 
the fight of thine eyes: but 
know thou that for all thefé 
things God will bring thee into 
Therefore remove 
jorrow (or concupifcence) from 
thy heart and put away evil (im- 
purity) from thy flefh; for child- 
hood and youth (or ‘youth and 
its lufts) are vanity”——As much 
as to fay, ** Kefufe not to partake 
of thofe enjoyments which God 
has provided for thy fubfittence 
and comfort in,the world, but do 





it with that moderation which be- | 


comes an accountable creature. 
Remember that God will bring 
thee into judgment for, the man- 
ner in which thou ufeft the boun- 
ties of his Providence. Indulge 
thine appetites, therefore, no far- 
ther than thou wilt then ap- 
prove.” That courfe of life to 
which Solomon exhorts the young 
in this place i is a religious courte. 
That it is true wifdom to embrace 
religion, in youth, will appear, 
from feveral confiderations. 
ft. Religion is peculiarly 
becoming the character of the 
young. 

Young perfons are not unfre- 
quently, 7 apprehend, prevented 
from attending to religion, from 
an apprehenfion that it 1s unbe- 
coming their age. They ima- 
gine that it would render them 
lefs amiable, in the eyes of their 


fellowmen, and make them, ¢en- 
erally, if not univerfally, the ob-. 
jects of fcorn and derifion. 


The 
ferioufnefs of piety appears to 
them incompatible with youth- 
ful vivacity ; the gravity of the 
religious charatter, inconfiftent 
with the cheerfulnefS natural to 
to the young ; and the duties of 


‘religion feem to interfere with 


thofe enjoyments, which the Au- 
thor of their exiftence defigned 
for their age. ‘To embrace re- 
lizion, under fuch views of the 
facrifices, which they muit make, 
appears to them to be taking up 
a cro{s too heavy to bear. But 
thefe ideas of the young are very 
erroneous. Religion is not un- 
becoming their age and charac- 
ter ; will not render them lefS 
amiable in the eyes of their fel- 
flowmen ; nor make them, gener- 
ally, the objects of feorn and de- 
rifion. But onthe contrary it is 
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peculiarly pleafing in youth, and 
renders them peculiarly amiable 
and interefting—at leaft to all the 
virtuous and good. 
Nor let the young think that 
religion is inconfiftent with the 
native cheerfulnefs and vivacity 
of youth, or with thofe pleafures 
which the Author of their exift- 
ence has made proper for their 
age. Cheerfulnefs is the very 
{pirit of religion. Its commands 
are, * Rejcice in the Lord, O ye 
righteous.” ‘“ Rejoiceevermore.” 
“¢ Finally, my brethren rejoice in 
the Lord.” “ Rejoice in the 
Lord alway ; and again I fay re- 
joice”’ The laws of religion do 
not prohibit cheerfulnefs and vi- 
vacity, but only their excefs.— 
They do not forbid youthful 
pleaiure, but only that which is 
hurtful. Piety does not deftroy 
the native modefty, fenfibility and 
{prightlinefs, which are fo pleaf- 
ing inthe young, but only fanc- 
tifies them, and in this way adds 


| agrace to every charm, which 


they before poffleffed. 

Think not then, my young rea- 
ders, that religion is unbecom- 
ing your age andcharatter. At 
no period of life will it be more 
proper to begin to ferve your 
Creator, than as foon as you are 
capable of feeling your obliga- 
tionstohim. Does not yourown 
exiftence and every thing about 
you teach you ‘that you are de- 
pendent on a Superior Being ?— 
Do not the perfections of his char- 
acter, difplayed in his works and 
in his word, convince you that he 
is worthy of your love and o- 
bedience. Do not the bounties 
of his providence and the won- 
ders of his grace, conftrain you 
to acknowledge that he has a 
rightful claim to all the fervice, 


B 
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which you are capable of render- 
ing. Confider it not then, un- 
becoming or unworthy of you, 
to embrace religion in the days of 
your youth, and early to devote 


_yourfelves to the fervice of your 


Maker. 

2dly. The young have pecul- 
iar advantages for attending to 
religion. 

The young often think that 
their fituation is very unfavora- 
ble for attending to religion— 
that they are furrounded, with 
diffieulties, and befet with tempt- 
ations, which will be removed, 
in more advanced life ; and theree 
fore feel themfelves, in a great 
meafure, excufed from an imme- 
diate attention to it, refolving to 
attend to it and to embrace it, at 
fome future period. But thefe 
ideas are not only erroneous, but 
extremely dangerous. Whether 
they believeit or not, they may be 
affured that they now enjoy pe- 
culiar advantages for attending to 
this all-important fubje&t. They 
have, in many if not moft cafes, 
parents, inftructors or guardians, 
who would gladly encourage and 
aid them, in this momentous con- 
cern. This would often be done 
by fuch as had no religion them- 
felves. For it is not an uncom. 
mon faét that thofe, who make 
no pretentions to religion them- 
felves, are defirous of feeing it in 
their children and thofe commit- 
ted to their care. Thofe, who 
are religious, will feel under 
folemn obligations to “ bring up 
their children’? and thofe un- 
der their care, “ in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” 

The young alfo are not incum- 
bered with thofe cares and cone 
cerns in which they will almoft 
unavoidably be involved, in fu- 
ture life. 
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But what is of far greater im- 
portance, their minds are now 
tender and fufceptible. They 
are more eafily affected with fe 


rious things than they will be, at. 


a more advanced period, and the 
impreffiosn, which are made, are 
more deep and latting. 

But thefe advantages for at- 
tending to the concerns of your 
fouls, my young readers, will 
foon be paft never to be recalled. 
You will foon be pufhed forward 
by the hand of time, upon “ the 
world’s wide ftage,”” without ex- 
perience or a guide, to ac for 
yourfelves. You will be obli- 
Bee to take an aétive, perhaps a 

abotious part, in the cares and 
bufinefs of the prefent life. You 
will gradually outgrow the ten- 
dernefs and fenfibility of youth, 
and your hearts will, by degrees, 
become hard and ftupid. Vi- 
cious indulgencies Will render 
them callous to thofe lively im- 
preflions of the importance of re- 
ligion, which, I doubt not, you 
now often feel. Youwill become 
more and more engaged in the 
purfuits of this world, and lefs 
and lefs concerned, probably, a- 
bout the important realities of 
the world to come. Thus your 
fituation will become daily more 
dangerous, whilft*you will be- 
come daily lefs fenfible of your 
danger. Life will rapidly wear 
away. Andif youare not, like 
thoufands of others, cut off, in 
early life, old age, with-its in- 
firmities, will foon be creeping 
upon you. Death will foon fol- 
low and find you, there is reafon 
to fear, unprepared. The con- 
fequences are too awful to be 
defcribed. 

(To be continued.) 
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Tue Mintsrer’s Request TO 
Hts CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


Breturen, pray for us.— 
This was formerly a requeft of 
an Apoftl. It is ftill of equal 
importance to be made, by every 
go{pel minifter, to the brethren 
and people of his charge. Min- 
ifters ot Curist, have the fame 
gofpel to preach, which was pub- 
lifhed among the Gentiles, by the 


‘Apottle Paul; and which was 


zealoufly defended by the difct- 
ples of our Lorp. They have 
the same glorious caufe to plead, 
the fame everlalting Kingdom to 
advance. They have the fame 
Lorp and Masrex to ferve, the 
fame adverfary to oppofe, the 
fame warfare to wage, the fame 
race to run,the fame faith to keep, 
the fame courfe to finifh, the fame 
crown of righteoufnefs to obtain 


‘for themfelves, and be inftrumen- 


tal of procuring for thofe of their 
hearers, “ who love the appear- 
ing of Jefus Chrift.”? They are 
not to be ranked with the Apof- 
tles, as divinely infpired. But 
they ftand in no lefs need of an 
intereit in the prayers of their 
Chriftian Brethren. 

It is the duty of the brethren, in a 


‘Chriflian church, to pray for their 


minifler, who is fet over them in the 
Lord. 

How frequently and folemnly 
urged is this duty, in Apoftolic 
language. ‘ Brethren, pray for 
us.” “ Pray forus.” Finally, 
brethren, pray for us.” Too un- 
equivocal is this requett. fo often 
repeated, to be mifunderftood, 
or to admit a reafonable doubt, 
whether it is the real and indif- 
penfable duty of the brethren to 
pray for their minifter. He 
fhould, therefore, daily feel the 
benefit of their devout fupplica- 
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tions. The heavens fhould be 
rent with their importunate cries 


to God for all forts of men ina 


world of hope, and as an Apoftie 
faid, ** for me alfo.” 
PRa&CORDITER. 


ee 


Arima STFS 


An appress of the GENERAL As- 
SOCIATION Of CONNECTICUT 
to the Congregational Minifters 
and Churches of the Stave, on the 
importance of united endeavors to 
revive GOSPEL DISCIPLINE. 


REVEREND AND BELOVED, 
THE General Affociation, 


* 
in addrefling you, aflume no au- 


thoritative or judicial rigist over 
you; nor do they expe¢t to fug- 
gelt any new ideas on the fubject 
of evangelical difcipline: But, 
as brethren in the common faith, 
they would aitempt “ To ftir up 
your pure minds by way of re- 
membrance”’ of the duties which 
you owe to the interefts of Zion. 
‘© The free circulation of the 
blood, and the proper difcharge 
of all the animal funétions, are 
not more neceffary to the health 
of the body, than the difcipline, 
which Chriit has inftiruted, to 
the {piritual health and prenys- 
ty of his body, the Church. 
Every particular church is as “a 
city fet on a hill, which cannot 
be hid.”” It is a ‘ fpectacle to 
the world, to angels, and to 
men.’’ ‘Thofe who are without, 
will judge of the Chriftian reli- 
gion, by the condutt of its pro- 
feffors. It is, therefore, of high 
importance, aS it refpedcts the 
honor of God our Saviour, and 
the advancerhent and glory of 
his {piritual kingdom, that his 
religion, as exhibited in the ex- 
ample of his profefied friends, 
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fhould be commended to every 
man’s confcience in the fight of 
God. [f the difcipline of Chrift’s 
church is groisly neglected, his 
enemies will hifs, and wag their 
heads in derifion, and contempt, 
faying, “ Is this the city, which 
men call the pe:fedtion of beauty, 
the joy of the whole earth !” 
No vifible fociety of prof fing 
Chriflians can appear * Comely 
as Jerufalem, and terrible as an 
army with banners,”’ any farther 
than its members are careful to 
preferve the purity of Chriftian 
doétrine and practice, by main- 
taining that wholetome difcipline, 
for which Chrift has given them 
authority and commandment.—~ 
To a prevalent negle@ of this 
difcipline we mutt alcribe many 
of ‘te difficulties which are found 
in our churches; difficulties by 
which the beauty of Zion 16 
marred, and the blefled Re- 
deemer is daily wounded in the 
houfe of his friends. Until a 
fincere and united attempt is 
made to remedy thefe evils, we 
mutt be deeply guilty of unfaith- 
fulnefs to our divine Mafter, and 
to the fouls for which he died. 
As means, under the divine 
blefling, of reviving primitive 
Chriftian difcipline in the church- 
es, and of promoting the glory 
of the Redeemer, in their fpi- 
ritual edification, we recommend 
and urge the following things ;— 
That due care be exercifed in 


the admiffion of members to 


communion in our churches.— 
From the neglect of this arife 
many occafions of difcipline, and 
many obi{tacles to its faithful ex- 
ecutions Although God alone 
can judge the hearts of men, yet 
none fhould be encouraged to 
enter our churches, but fuch, as 
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profefs their faith in Chrift, and, 
in the judgment of charity, are 
Chriftians. Chrift fays, “ He, 
that is not with me, is againft 
me, and he, that gathereth not 
with me, fcattereth abroad.” 
Unianétified perfons know not 
how to govern, nor can they be 

overned by gofpel principles. 

hey cannot feel the force of 
gofpel motives, and, of courfe, 
cannot confefs Chrift before men, 
with any reafonable hope of wit- 
nefling a good confeflion, or of 
fo demeaning themfelves, on all 
occafions, as not to bring re- 
proach on that facred name, by 
which they are called. If they 
outwardly refpeé Chrift’s com- 
mandments, it will be only from 
interelted and unholy motives ; 
and when hardly preffed with 
temptation, they will be fure to 
break through fuch feeble re- 
ftraints, and bring difhonor on 
religion. Vows will not bind 
thofe, who do not love our Lord 
Jefus Chrift in fincerity. How- 
ever regular and circumfpect 


their general pee me they 


will always be liable, from a 
want of that “charity, which 
feeketh not her own,” to depart 
from Chrilt’s commandments ; 
and thow. by inconteftible figns, 
that their hearts are not right 
with God. 

Befides, when fuch as are 
Chriltians only in name, and pro- 
feffion, fali into cenfurable wick- 
ednefs, they will very impattent- 
ly endure the difcipline, which is 
divinely inftituted for reclaiming 
offenders. Governed only by a 
regard to private intereft and 
reputation, gracelefs proteffors 
will, with extreme reluctatice, be 
brought to make fuch retractions 
and acknowledgments, as_ will 
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wipe away the fcandal in the eyes 
of the world. But this is not all: 
When churches are compofed of 
members, who have only the 
form, without the power, of god- 
linefs, it muft needs be, not only 
that offences will come, but that 
the difcipline, which the gofpel 
requires to be exercifed toward 
the offenders, will be wholly 
neglected. Unrenewed men feel 
none of thofe obligations, which 
bind the real difciple to his Maf- 
ter, and the interefts of his king- 
dom. Hence they will natural- 
ly find excufes for their offending 
brethren, and negleét to do their 
duty to them, from a fecret 
hope, that their own offences 
will be treated with the more in- 
dulgence, when they trefpafs. 

By a few members of this 
character, a whole church may 


-be embarrafled and fruftrated, in 


attempting to reclaim one, who 
has finned. It isan obvious truth, 
therefore, that one of the beft 
preventives of an evil, fo great, 
and fo juitly lamented, muft be 
furnifhed by giving due inflruc- 
tions refpecting the qualifications, 
which Chrift requires of thofe, 
who unite witn his vifible family ; 
and by due care on the part of 
the paftors and the churches, to 
receive none, but thofe, who ape 
pear to be the real difciples of 
Jefus. 

To prevent occafions for dif. 
cipline, and the many evils which 
aways refult from a neylect of 
it, we exhort the members of 
the churches to be circumfpedct, 
watchful and prayerful. 

They fhould often call to re- 
membrance the folemn engage- 
ments, by which they havebound 
themie!ves to depart from all in- 
iquity ; feel their high relation to 
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Chrift, as the fubje&s of his vif- 
ible kingdom, and their indif- 
penfable obligations to commend 
kis religion to the confciences of 
men, and to avoid bringing it 
into reproach in the eyes of the 
world. With the ignorant or 
fuperficially informed, the wick- 
ed example of a fingle profeffor, 
often caits an odium on all, who 
bear the name of Chrift, and fug- 
geits doubt: as to the divine ori- 
gin of his religion. How im- 
portant, then, that Chriftians 
fhouid “ fhine as lights,’ that 
thofe may be filenced and afham- 
ed, who feek for occafion to heap 
reproach and fcandal on the 
Chriftian name. Were all pro- 
fefiing Chriftians folicitous to be 
holy, and without blame ; chrif- 
tianity would live in the con- 
{ciences, though ftill excluded 
from the hearts, of the impeni- 
tent. Depraved as the world’ is, 
it would be conftrained to take 
knowledge of profeffors, that they 
had been with Jefus; that they 
had imbibed his fpirit ; and that 
there was no occafion for faying 
to them ‘“ What do ye more than 
ethers ?* In view of this, we en- 
treat you, brethren, to watch o- 
ver one another, to pray one for 
another, and to exhort and ad- 


monifh one another. Do this, 


and cenfurable immoralities and 
grofs herefies would not only be 
few, and the offenders more eafily 
reclaimed ; but all would more 
cheerfully and ftri€ly obey the 
divine direction, to ** {hun the ve- 
ry appearance of evil.” “A 
w.tchful eye upon the ftate of 
tie church, and of particular 
members, with a feafonable inter- 
pofition, may do more towards 
the prefervation of good order, 
than all other things put togeth- 
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er. Difcourage whifperings, 
backbitings, and jealoufies. 
Frown on talebearers, and give 
no ear to their tales. Nip con- 
tention inthe bud Adjuft dif- 
ferences in civil matters, [fo far 
as poflible,] among yourfelves. 
Bring together, at an early peri- 
od, thofe, in whom mifconcep- 
tion and diftruft have begun to 
operate, ere ill opinion ripen into 
fettled diflike. By frank and 
timely explanation, in the pre- 
fence of a common friend, that 
may be healed in an hour, which, 
if permitted to‘proceed, a feries 
of years cannot eradicate. Be 
affeétionately free with one an- 
other. Give tender and faithful 
hints, when it appears to yous 
that one of your brethren is in 





danger of being drawn afide from © 


the principles or fpirit of the gof- 
pel. Letall be given, from their 
firft entering into commenign 
with you, toexpect them. Ifa- 
ny one take offence at fuch treat- 
ment, give him to underftand, 
that he, who cannot endure a 
caution or reproof, is unfit for 
Chriftian fociety, and ts in the ut- 
moft danger of falling into mif- 
chief.’’* 

Whenever there 1s occafion for 
a regular procefs again{t an of- 
ender, the rule which is given in 
the eighteenth chapter of the gof- 
pel according to St. Matthew, 
is perfe, and facredly and inva- 
niably binding : “ Jf thy brother,” 
&c. Ifany member of a Church 
commit an offence, which is 
known to but one of his brethren, 
and to no other perfons, who can 
be witnefles to the offence ; fuch 
brother is bound to tell him his 
fault privately, and to take the beft 


* Fuller's Discipime of the Primi- 
tive Churches. 
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meafures to bring him to repent- 
ance. But if unfuccefsful, in- 
ftead of proceeding as in other 
cafes, he mutt, through want of 
evidence, refer the final trial to 
the great day, in which every 
work fhall be brought into judge 

ment, with every fecret thing. -— 
But the rule before cited, is in- 
tended for all cafes, which may 
occur, under fuch circumftances, 
that evidence can be obtained to 
convict the offender, whether the 
offence be more privately com. 
mitted, or in the moft public 
manner. A rule, fo completely 
adapted to every poffible cafe, 
cannot be devifed by the wifdom 
and benevolence of men. If the 
offence be ever fo public, no oth- 
er meafures can be conceived, fo 
perfe&ly fuited to convince and 
reclaim the offender, as for one 


fuitable perfon to go and tell him’ 
his fault, in private, and labour 


with Chriftian tendernefs to touch 
his confcience, and lead him to 
make the requifite fatisfaction.— 
This method ts much more like- 
ly to convince and gain the of- 
fender, than criminating him, by 
the firft ftep, before a public tri- 
bunal. Citing him before a pub- 
lic tribunal, without the previ- 
ous fteps, would tend to call into 
repulfive operation the ftrong 
paflions of pride and fhame, and 
thus render him obftinate' and ir- 
reclaimable. Whereas keeping 
clofe to the mild gofpel rule, 
would give the offender the fair- 
eft opportunity for ferious reflec- 
tion, and for offering fatistac- 
tion, without the appearance of 
its being extorted; and a multi- 
tude of painful circumftances, 
which muft attend a public in- 
veltigation and trial before the 
church, would be avoided. Ifthe 
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firft, or the fecond ftep be fuc- 
cefsful, all the ends of difcipline 
are an{wered ; but if not, the of- 
fence will be prefented to the 
cognizance of the church, in the 
beft way, which can be conceiv- 
ed. Let the delinquent have 
fuitable time to prepare for his 
defence. Let the accufation be 
definitely tated in writing. And 
if, after a full hearing, there 
fhould not be unanimity on the 
queftion of guilty or not guilty ; 
minorities muft acquiefce in the 
opinion of majorities, and on no 
account ever fpeak flanderoufly 
of the church’s proceedings be- 
hind their backs, and before an 
ungodly world 

The want of a proper Chrif- 
tian temper, however, in the prof- 
ecutor, often deteats all the good 
intentions of this plain rule of du- 
tyin the family of Chrift. We 
therefore moft earneftly exhort 
every brother,who would under- 
take a courfe of Chriftian difci- 
pline, carefully and prayerfully 
to remove the beam out of his 
own eye, before he attempts to 
pull the mote out of the eye of his 
brother. Let the fpirit of Chriit 
guide inthe wholeprocedure. Let 
candour, moderation and gentle- 
nefs, be joined with patience, long 
fuifering and prudence; and all be 
done with an earne(t aim to pro- 
mote the good of the offender, 
the glory of God, and the edifi- 
cation of the Church. Without 
this {pirit, difcipline is worfe than 
omitted ; itis but a guarrel, orig 
inating in carnal affections, and 


‘invariably makes bad worfe, by 


{preading the leaven of malice, 
contention and {trife through the 
whole community. 

As the fentence of excom- 
munication becomes exceedingly 
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| dreadful, when ratified by the 
' Geat Head of the church; we 
| mutt not fuppofe, that the “ keys 
| of the kingdom of heaven” are 


committed to any church, where, 
during the procedure, there is 
not folemn and earneft prayer, 
much deep humiliation, and 
mourning for fin, by all the mem- 
bers ; and where the body have 
not deep impreffion of their own 
approaching appearance before 
the tribunal of Jefus Chrift, to- 
gether with a meek, forgiving 
and compaflionate temper to- 
wards the offender. Remember, 
Chriftian brethren, that, in all 
thefe things, the manner is often 
no lefs importatant than the mat- 
ter, in gaining the ends of this in. 
ftitution. ! 

We would, by no means, coun- 
tenance the modern opinion, 
falfely called liberal, which con- 
fiders heretics and covenant- 
breakers, as not amenable to the 
authority of the ‘church. By a 
heretic, we mean one, who obiti- 
nately adheres to fome effential 
error, fubverfive of the atone- 
ment by Chrift, or rendering his 
crofs * of none effeé&t.”” St. Paul 
claffes herefies, with works of the 
flefh, as excluding from the king- 
dom of God. Thofe, who pre- 
tended that ‘men’s obedience to 
the moral or ceremonial law, was 
the ground of their juftification 
before God, were objects of his 
pointed reprobation; and Hy- 
Meneus and Philetus were fe- 
verely cenfured for denying the 
refurrection of the dead St Pe- 
ter {peaks of thofe, who fhall 
** privily bring in damnable her- 
efies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon 
themfelves fwift deftruction.”— 
Ought doétrines, ftamped with 
fuch a character, by the unerring 
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decifion of the Holy Ghoft, to be 
viewed as harmlefs in the church 
of Chrift ? 
found in the faith, while embra- 
cing a damnable herefy 
cent, when denying the Lord 
that bought him ? or fafe, in the 
way to fwift deftruétion? It ap- 
pears'to us, that St. John’s gof- 
pel, and much of his firft epiitle, 
were directed againft thofe who 
denied the divinity, perfonality, 
and Meffiahfhip of Chrift. And, 


‘in condemning the herefy of 


the Nicolaitans, and of Jezebel, 
he plainly teavhes that all doc- 
trines, tending to more ungod- 
linefs, and encouraging flefh- 
ly lufts, ought to be hated, a- 
voided, and purged from the 
church. Such, as cannot be re- 
claimed from effential errors, af- 
ter a firft and fecond admonition, 
we conceive, are to be rejected, 
as having invalidated their own 
profeffion, and forfeited their 
ftanding as vifible Chriftians.— 
“ How can two walk together, 
except they be agreed ?” We 
earneftly befeech the churches, in 
fuch cafes, not to be drawn afide 
from their duty, through the 
cunning craftinefs of thofe, who, 
*‘ by good words and fair fpeech- 
es, deceive the hearts of the fim- 
ple.’ ‘There is a prudence, that 
dwells with wifdom ; but there 
is alfo a worldly, timeferving 
prudence, which has no affinity 
to that heavenborn grace. The 
lofs of members from our church- 
es, by defertion, ought, in no 
meafure, to deter the followers 
of Chrift from the ftraight path of 
his commandments. Better is it 
that the church fhould be a fmall, 
felect band, cemented by ardent 
love to their Mafter and his in- 
terelt, than a difcordant multi- 
tude, without harmony of fenti- 
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ment and affection. The three 
hundred, that lapped under Gid- 
eon, the type of Chrift, were more 
potent than the mighty hoft of 
Midian and Amalek. Union is 
the ftrength and beauty of our 
Zion. Union, not aumbers, will 
make her “ terrible as an army 
with banners.” 

In this connexion, we deem it 
worthy of confideration, whether 
the fin of covenant-breaking be not 
too little regarded in our church- 
es. A perfon, not chargeable 
with grofs herefy or fcandal, 
fometimes forfakes the wortfhip 
and communion of thé church, 
with which he had covenanted to 
walk. In fucha cafe, the viola- 
tion of his engagements does, by 
no means, abfolve his brethren 
from theirs. ‘The breach of his 
vows renders the obligation of 
theirs not the lefs folemn and in- 
difpenfable ; nor can he be prop- 
erly given up as irreclaimable, 
until every attempt to convince 
and reclaim him, fhall have prov- 
ed. ineffectual. 


{Remainder in our next. } 
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CONVERSATION WITH A YOUNG 
TRAVELLER. 


EVERY one has remarked 
the mixed, and often ill-afforted 
company which meets in a pub- 
lic packet or ftage-coach. The 
converfation, with all its variety, 
is commonly infipid, frequently 
difguiting, and fometimes iniuf- 
ferable. There are exceptions. 
An opportunity now and then oc- 
curs of {pending an hour in a 
manner not unworthy of rational 
beings; and the incidents of a 


~ 
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fiage-coach produce or promote 
falutary imprefflions. 

A few years ago, one of the 
ftages which ply between our two 
principal cities, was filled with a 
groupe which could never have 
been drawn together by mutual 
choice. In the company was a 
young man of focial temper, af- 
fable manners, and confiderable 
information. ~His accent was 
barely fufficient to fhow that the 
Englifh was not his native tongue, 
and a very flight peculiarity in 
the pronunciation of the ¢/ afcer- 
tained him to be a Hollander.— 
He had early entered into milita- 
ry life ; had borne both a Dutch 
and a French commiffion ; had 
feen real fervice, had travelled, 
was mafter of the Englifh lan- 
guage ; and evinced, by his de- 
portment, that he was no ftranger 
to the fociety of gentlemen. He 
had, however, in a very high de- 
gree, a fault too common among 
military men, and too abfurd to 
find an advocate among men of 
fenfe—He iwore profanely and 
inceflantly. 

While the horfes were chang- 
ing, a gentleman who fat on the 
fame feat with him took him by 
the arm, and requefted the fa- 
vour of his company in a fhort 
walk. When they were fo far 
retired as not to be overheard, 

the former obferved, “ Although 
I have not the honor of your ac- 
quaintance, I perceive, fir, that 
your habits and feelings are thofe 
of a gentleman, and that nothing 
can ‘be more repugnant to your 
wifhes than giving unneceflary 
pain to any of your company.” 
He ftarted, and replied, ‘** Moft 
certainly fir! I hope Ihave com- 
mitted no offence of that fort.” 
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“‘ You will pardon me,” repli- 
ed the other, “ for pointing out 
an inftance in which you have 
not altogether avoided it.” 

“ Sir,” faid he, ‘I fhall be 


much your debtor for fo friend- 


ly an act: for, upon my honour, 
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I cannot conjecture in what I 
have tranfgreffed.”’ 

‘‘ Tf you, fir,’’? continued the 
former, ‘* had a very dear friend 
to whom you were under un- 
{peakable obligations, fhould you 
not be deeply wounded by any 


difrefpe& to him, or even by 


hearing his name introduced and 
ufed wich a frequency of repeti- 
tion and a levity of air incompat- 
ible with the regard due to his 
character ?” 

‘‘ Undoubtedly, and I fhould 
not permit it! but I know not 
that Iam chargeable with inde- 
corum to any of your friends.”’ 

“Sir, my God is my belt 
friend, to whom [ am under infi- 
nite obligations. I think you 
mutt recolleé& that you have very 
frequently, fince we commenced 
our journey, taken his name in 
vain. TZhis has given to me and 
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to others of the company excru- 
ciating pain.” 

s© Sir,”? anfwered he, with ve- 
ty ingenuous emphalis, “ I have 
done wrong. I confefs the im- 
propriety. I am afhamed of a 
pradice which I am fenfible has 
no excufe; but I have impercep- 
tibly fallen into it, and I really 
{wear without being confcious 
that I do fo. 1 will endeavour 
to abftain from it in future; and 
as you are next me on the feat, I 
fhallthank you to touch my el- 
bow as often as I trefpafs.”— 
‘This was agreed upon : the horn 
founded, and the travellers re. 
fumed their places. 

In the fpace of four or five 
miles the officer’s elbow was jog- 
ged every few feconds. He al- 
ways coloured, but bowed, and 
received the hint without the 
leaft fymptom of difpleafure : 
and in a few miles more fo mafs 
tered his propenfity to {wearing, 
that not an oath was heard from 
his lips for the reft, which was 
the greater part of the journey. 

Chris. Mag. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


OCODLED 


A CIRCULAR LETTER TO THE CHURCHES AND> 
CONGREGATIONS OF VERMONT. 


IN a former communica- 
tion addrefled to the Societies of 
Vermont, the public were appri- 
zed that the General Convention 
of Congregational and Prefbyte- 
rian minifters, commiferatinz the 
deftituie circumftances of many 
thoufand precious fouls in this 


C 


ftate and adjacent territories, 
had formed themfelves into a 
Misstonary Society. The So- 
ciety however at prefent ftands 
ona broader batis, than at fir 
contemplated. Any perfon, who 
feels an ardor to aid Miflionary 
exertions, may be received into 
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the Society by annually contrib- 
uting one dollar.* 

The fecond annual meeting of 
the Society was holden, at Wind- 
for, September 6, 1808, and the 
following perfons chofen 'Truf- 
tees for the year enfuing : Rev. 
Afa Burton, v. vo. Rev. Gerfoom 
C. Lyman, Rev. Martin Tullar, 
Rev. Lemuel Haynes, Rev. Jedidi- 
ah Bufbnell, Rev. Thomas A. Mer- 
rill, Hon. Mofes Robinfon, Hon. 
Liifha Ellis, Col, Seth Storrs, Sam- 
uel Miller, E/g. Charles Marfh, Ef. 


“and Deac. Nathan Cooledge. 


The faid ‘T'ruftees, after due 
confideration in a meeting hold- 
en at Royalton, October 11, and 
by adjournment, at Middlebury, 
October 29, refolved to give a 
concife fummary of their pro- 
ceedings the year palt, and foli- 
cit the aid of further contribu- 
tions to carry into effec& the be- 
nevolent detigns of the Society. 

No bufinefs of intereft has tranf- 
pired, fave that which relates to 
Miffionaries. As returns have 
been received from but two per- 
fons, that full account refpeting 
their labors cannot be exhibited 
at prefent, which it is defigned in 
due feafon, to fubmit to the pub- 
lic. The following gentlemen 
have been appointed Miflionaries. 


Parts of 

the State 

Weeks. visited. 

Rev. J. Hovey, $ Central. 


Rev. J. Hovey, 12 Central. 
Mr. Chauncey Cook, 12 N. E. 
Rev. S. L. Bingham, 16 N. W. 


Rev. James Parker, 12 N. 
Rev. Afa Carpenter, § N. E. 
Rev. Increafe Graves, 8 N. We 





* Perhaps this language is not suf- 
ficiently definite. To becomeamem- 
ber of the Society, it is necessary to 
pay one dollar as entrance money, and 
one dollar in advance annually, 
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Mr. Chauncey Cook, § Ne We 







Rev. J. Hovey, 12 Ne 
Rev. £. Beardfley, 12 n.&s. 
Rev. Silas Parfons, § ti 
Rev. R. Cufbman, 12 S. 


Mr. Graves and Mr. Cook:had 
liberty to labor, a part of their 
time, on the welt fide of Lake 
Champlain. 

It appears from Mr. Hovey’s 
returns, that during his two Mif- 
fions, one of 8 weeks, and the oth- 
er of 12, he preached 145 fer- 
mons—attended %6 conferences, 
and 2 funerals—adminiftered the 
Lord’s Supper 15 times, and the 
Sacrament of Baptifm to 31 per- 
fons. 

After clofing his fecond Mif- 
fion, in a letter to the Secretary, 
he observes, ** AS a laborer on a 
Miffion under your fignature, I 
direct to you the following inform- 


-ation. I have vifited 18 towns, 


viz. Stow, Morriftown, Hyde- 
park, Wolcott, Elmore, Hard- 
wick, Greenfborough, Walden, 
Cabot, Middlefex, Moretown, 
Duxbury, Warren, Kingfton, | 
Hancock, Stark{borough, Hunt- 
ington; and Waterbury.—I made 
three vifits to moft of the towns. 

On the fecond vifit, I found an 
increafed attention to hearing, in 
moitt places, and fome inftances 
of folemn attention to the inter- 
efts of the foul. On the third 
vifit, | found a continued and in- 
created engagednefs to hear the 
word preached. I had more re- 
quefts for lectures than I could. 
attend, although, many times, I 
preached two lectures a day, and 
twice I preached two. fermons in 
an afternoon. My third vifit 
was much the moft laborious, 
and much the moft agreeable. 
It appeared, 1 hope, that my la- 
bor had not been altogether in 
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vain. I think the greateft appa- 
rent benefit from my fervices is 
in Hardwick and in Kingfton, in 
reviving and fetting in order thefe 
churches, fince which, three per- 
fons have been added to Hard. 
wick church, and eight to Kingt- 
ton, and three more propounded. 
—There are feveral perfons on 
the ground, which I have travel- 
led, who have fet their faces Zi- 
on-ward.—Let the friends of Zi- 
on be encouraged. The Lord 
will build up Jerufalem. He can 
work when, and where, and by 
whom he pleafes. May the blef- 
fing of many ready to perifh 
come on this Society’’. 

From Mr. Cook’s Journal it 
appears, he entered on his “ Mif- 
fion June 17, and performed Mif- 
fionary; labors in the following 
towns. Wathington, Orange, 
Toptham, Plainfield, Marfhfield, 
Calais, Cabot, Walden, Hard- 
wick, Greenfborough, Wheelock, 
Craftfbury, Glover, Lutterloh, 
jrafburgh, Barton, Brownington, 
Coventry, Derby, Bolton; Rich- 
mond, Himefburgh. I clofed my 
miffion, at Hinefburgh, Septem- 
ber 25, was out twelve. weeks, 
vifited twenty-two towns, preach- 
ed eighty-four times, attended 
eizht conferences, and vifited 
nine fchools. In Wathington, is 
confiderable attention to religious 
concerns. Eight members have 
been added to the church during 
the fummer paft. In fome oth- 
er places are favorable appear- 
ances. Good attention is paid to 
preaching, and it appears, that 
with fuitable labors many might 
be gathered into the kingdom of 
Chrift.”’ 

Several other perfons have 
nearly completed their miflions, 
but have yet made no returns. 































A Circular Letter, &£c. 19 


The two Miffionaries to the fouth- 
ern parts of the ftate were recent- 
ly appointed, and, it is expected, 
will fhortly enter on their refpect- 
ive tours. 

The following ‘report of the 
Treafurer to the Society, ex- 
hibits, at one view, the ftate ot 
the Treafury. 


THE VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCI- 
ETY, IN ACCOUNT WITH SETH 
STORRS, TREASURER. 

1807. Cr. 
By Contributions made from the 

feveral Towns and Societies follow- 

Ing, VIZ. 


Addifon, §$ 6 75 
Middlebury, 76 75 
Stark{borough, 2 22 
Weit-Rutland, 20 70 
Cornwail, 60 
Windfor, 16. S$ 
Vergennes, 7 
Donationby Mrs. Hamlin, 1 
Contribution from Fair- 

field, 3 90 
Pawlet, 13 
Berlin, 6 39 
Peacham, 22 58 
Barnard, ion. 12 
Woodttock, N. Parith, 18 13 
Sharon, 16 
Royalton, 87 87 
Hartford, N. Parifh, 12 58 
Randolph, | 9 
Thetford, 81 83 
Barre, | 8 6 
Verfhire, 13 53 
Newbury, 14. 
Norwich, 32 69 
Marlborough, 23 33 
Wilmington, 10 39 
Putney, 9 
Grafton, 4 50 
Wardfboro’, N. Dif. 10 23 
Jerico, 7 16 
Rupert, 11 26 
Danville, 23 5 
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Donation by Female A ffo- Braintree, 9 9 
ciation, Danville, § 50 Williamftown, 8 
Orwell, 21 63 Benfon, 16 
Springfield, 4 10 Waterbury, 6 
Weybridge, 18 42 Underhill, 3. 35 
To Rev. jonathan Hovey Donation by Rev. James 
on his miffion of eight Davis, 5 
weeks, 3 53 ————by feveral females 
Weathersfield, 8 in Cornwall, 13 25 
Brookfield, 27 41 Female Society, Jerico, 3 
Cheliea, 8 General meeting, Pittf- 
Whiting, 9 ford, 5 g 
Dredierd, 3 Waitsfield, 5 
Orange, 8 70 Middletown, ; 6 
‘To Kev. Jonathan Hovey — 
on his miffion of twelve $754 $1 
weeks, 18 13 
1898, Dr. 
March 29, To $48, paid Rev. Jonathan Hovey, for 8 
| weeks Miflionary labors, by order; $18 
sf To $6, paid for printing the Addrefs, by or- 
der; 6 
To $3, Counterfeit bill returned to Rev. John 
B. Prefton, . 8 
July 18, To $72, paid Rev. Jonathan Hovey for 12 
weeks miffionary labors, by order, 72 
To $8, Countetfeit bill returned to Rev. Mar- 
tin Tullar, . ‘ q § 


Detroit Bank bill, 


The contributions to the Rev. 
Jonathan Hovey, for the Soci- 
ety, were from the following 
‘Towns, 





On his firft miffien, 

Elmore, _ $2 
Morriftown, 15° 
Duxbury,. 78 
As per ftatement 03 53 


To Money in the Treafury aeresrg:n 8°, 





° ° ( 





754 SL 
SETH STORRS, Treafurer. 


On his fecond miffion, 


Cabot, $3 14 
Hardwick, 5 
Wolcott, ] 
Morriftown, 3 53 
Stow, 9 55 
Moretown, 1 
Duxbury, 66 
Kingfton, 1 25 





As per ftatement. $18 13 
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Middlebury, September 3d, 1808. 


I have this day examined the a- 


| bove accounts of Seth Storrs, E/q. 


| Treafurer of the Vermont Mis- 


stONARY Society, and find them 


| correcily flated—and that ‘the above 


| fui, of fix hundred Jeventeen dollars 


ifty-one cents, remains tn the hands 
of faid Treafurer for the faid Sociciy. 


SAMUEL Miter, Auditor. 


The contributions of Weft Fair- 
lee, Weftminiter W. P. Wardf- 


» boroughand Halifax, have been 


received, fince the report of the 
Trealurer, and will be particu- 


| larly noticed, in the next annual 


report. 


Some monies have been 


: paid out, by order of the Truf- 


tees, which will alfo be noticed. 


» And between three and four hun- 
F dred fheets of ‘Tracts, not inclu- 


ded in the Treafurer’s report, 


have been prefented to the Socie- 
) ty, by Mr. ifrael Newton of Nor- 
» wich. 


A very confiderable propor- 
tion of the monies in the Treaiu- 
ry will fhortly be due the Mif- 
fionaries already employed, {fo 
that, in order to profecute the 
purpofes for which the Society 
was infticuted, the Truftees feel 
the neceffity and duty of folicit- 
ing further contributions. 


= 


ADDRESS. 

THE ‘truitees conceive the 
friends of Zion’s King will re- 
joice, that while in Europe con- 
Hiding denominations are uniting, 
in unprecedented efforts to dit- 
fufe the knowledge of Divine 
truth, by publifhing Bibles and 
Tracts and fending Miffionaries 
to difperfe them in the benight- 
ed regions of the earth—and that 
while numerous bodies are co- 
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operating with them,+in the older 
{tates, on our own fhores, in Ver. 
mont, where fo late the favage 
chanted his nightly orfons, and no 
heraid preached a crucified Sat. 
ior, in addition to_the profpeét 
of fupporting a monthly Maca- 
ZINE, we have a Missionary and 
Tract Society eftablifhed, and 
the means of doing good, by 
joining our efforts with others, 
brought to our own doors. 

The defert already begins to 
bloffom as the rofe. If the pray- 
ers of God’s people are encoura- 
ged by gracious anfwers, and 
their exertions by fuccefs, they 
are invited to repeat their cries, 
with additional fervor, and re- 
new their exertions, with ad- 
ditional diligence. The Holy 
Ghoft has fhed down his gracious 
influences, and refrefhed many 
barren vineyards. Many towns 
might be mentioned, which have 
experienced his kind vifitations, 
and many individuals called to 
teltify to a Divine work in their 
hearts. Societies have been gath- 
ered, temples for religious % wor- 
{hip ereéted, and minifters of the 
new covenant eftablifhed. But 
fome towns cannot fupply them- 
{elves for want of numbers, oth- 
ers for want of harmony. Much 
therefore remains to be done, by 
the friends of religion. Union 
and prayer will effect much.— 
Let none urge the preffure of the 
times, or excufe themfelves with 
the intention of contributing, * in 
a more convenient feafon.”— 
Does not this favor much of the 
flothful fervant? Before the fa- 
vorable circumftances you cone 
template arrive, many precious 
fouls may have finithed their pro- 
bation, or you may be calied 
home to give account of your 





prt Teams The Pp emt rts 





Sage i 5 “Sere 
























ee So 


ete 
Roa kz ~ 


— 


re 


ae 


—s 
pes 




















t2 


ftewardfhip. Remember, like- 
wile, we rather folicit, that all 
would contribute fomething, than 
that a few individuals thould 
manifelt diftinguifhed generofity. 
The ** two mites’? were not dif- 
re{pected by our Saviour. It is 
by the union of feveral {mall 


_ftreams, we hope to make the 


river of charity, that fhall glad- 
den the heritage of God. 

Do you fit in the * valley of 
vilion” and your bofoms never 
heave a figh for your fellow mor- 
tals—perhaps your brothers— 
it may be your own children, 
whote lot is caft where there is 
darknefs and forrow ? 

Do you cherith a hope of re- 
conciliation, through diftinguith- 
ing grace, to your heavenly Fa- 
ther‘? Can you featt on the * fat- 
ted calf,” and reflect, without 


tears of commiferation, that you- 


have fome brethren, who hunger 
tor the fame food, and others, 
who famith on the “ hufks” of 
this world’s joys ? 

When our hearts are warmed 
under the difpenfation of Divine 
truth, and the glorious charac- 
ter of the ever blefled Redeemer 
is brought clearly to view, have 
we no defires that our deftitute 
brethren may experience thefame 
fervor and enjoy the fame views ? 
Have not our hearts, on fuch oc- 
cafions, burned to afford them 
the means which we enjoy :-— 
Did not fuch views fink the val- 
ue of earthly fubftance, in com- 
parifon with the fouls of men ? 
When we are called to contrib- 
ute, let us do it in the frefh recol- 
leStion of fuch feenes. If our 
livings are fmall, and we have not 
lacked indultry and prudence, let 
us retrencha portion from the 
fuperfluities of life, and give it to 
the Lord. 


on 
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Let none reply, * the new fet- 
tlements do not need affiftance.” 
It is abundantly teftified, that 
their neceflities exceed the means, 
which all the Miffionary Socie- 
ties, in New- England, have hith- 
erto been able to afford. Nor let 
any alledge, “ they do not defire 
our aid.” Their welcome re- 
ception of our Miflionaries, the 
attention given to the word 
preached, and their repeated fo- 
licitations for renewed vilits prove 
the allegation unfounded. And, 
even though they manifelted in- 
difference, it would by no means 
excufe us fromexertion. On this 
point we have a great example. 
While we were “ alienated, and 
enemies in our minds, by wick. 
ed works,” our “ High Prieft, 
touched with the feelings of our 
infirmities,’ * in due time died 
for the ungodly.” 

Let us remember, * God lov- 
eth a cheerful giver.’’ ‘ Should 
we fordidly clofe our hands a- 
gain{t him, he can, with infinite 
eafe, extort a hundred fold, by 
fending a blaft into our fields, a 
difeafe into our families, or a fire 
into our dwellings. It isa max- 
im, which admits of general ap- 
plication,” ‘The liberal foul 
fhall be made fat, and he, that 
watereth, fhall be watered him- 
felf. He, that hath pity on the 
poor, lendeth to the Lord, and 
that, which he hath given, will 
he repay him again.’ By one 
{hower of rain, by one breeze 
fent to fan from your door the 
peftilential vapor, he can repay 
you. And he can beftow the 
bleflings of eternity on you, and 
your chiidren.”’ 

How many, in but ordinary 
circumitances, have cheerfully 
contributed to iupply the table 
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Sof the poor. 
: g well. 


Thus far, you do 
But is there not a difpro- 
ortion in that religion, which 
j sible zeal for the welfare of 
f the body, without anxiety for 


» the falvation of the foul? 


hriftians, how will you re- 
B joice, in the morning of the re- 
| furrection, to meet thofe, whom 
your contributions have been in- 


© ftrumental of faving from remed- 
‘ ilefs wo! 


We befeech you to 
give, not what a craving {pirit 


). would now fuggeft, but what you 
) will wifh you had given, when 
© you look back on ruined worlds. 
| After the diffolution of thefe 
| heavens and this earth; after the 
| deltinies of the wicked have been 
) fixed, unalterably fixed, for e- 
} ternity ;-efpecially after myriads 
» of ages have elapfed, 
poffible to meafure time beyond 
the judgment, ) how {mall would 
| worlds appear, how very fmall 


(were it 


the wealth of the moft affluent, 
compared with the redemption 
of one foul. When you contrib- 
ute, act as you will approve, at 
this immenfe diftance hence. For 
the time will arrive, and you will 
then pafs fentence on your pre- 
fent condu&. A&t in view of the 
judgment—in view of eternal 
joys, and eternal forrows—in 
view of the omnifcient God, and 
as in the prefence of a dying 
Saviour. And let your contribu- 
tions be as abundant, as if, at the 
moment of extending the hand, 
you were addrefled from heaven, 
by the voice of the Lord, re- 
quiring a part of tke property, 
with which you were entrufted, 
and faying, ‘* FREELY YE HAVE 
RECEIVED, FREELY GIVE.” 

The foregoing fummary and a 


drefs paffed the Truflees, togethes 


Address. ' 2. 


with an order for printing and dif- 
tributing the fame. 
Atte. Tuomas A. Merritt, 
Secretary. 
Notres.—This aDDRESS was 
circulated fome months fince, 
with a requeft that it fhould be 
read, the laft Sabbath in De- 
cember, and that the collection 
fhould be made on New-Y £aAr’s 
Day. Such focieties as have not 
received it are requelted to avail 
themfelves of 
which the publifhing of it in the 
ADVISER preients them. The ad- 
drefs may be read and the con- 
tribution made, at fuch times, as 
will beft accommodate the fever- 
al focieties, which have not had 
an opportunity of contributing. 
The monies colle&ed may be 
paid to Cot. Sern Storrs, of 
Middlebury, the Treafurer of the 
Society ; or, where that is incon- 
venient, to either of the T'ruftees, 
or to either of the following gen- 
tlemen, who have been appointed, 
in the different counties, by the 
Miflionary Society, “ to folicit 
and receive donations:” Rey. 
Timothy Field, Weflminfler ; Mr. 
Zebulon Lyon, oyalton; Dea- 
con Enos Smith, Chelfea; Rev. 
Leonard Worcefter, Peacham ; 
Rey. John Willard, Lunenburgh ; 
Hon. Elijah Strong, Browning- 
ton; Rev. Pubdlius V. Booge, 
Georgia; Mr. Ebenezer Hatch, 
South-Hero; Col, Ozias Buel, 
Burlington ; Rev. John Hough, 
Vergennes; Mr. Enos Merrill, 
Caftleton; Rev. Abel Fairley, 
Manchefter. 


The Trustgrs and ReEceiv- 


ERs are defired to pay over all 
monies tran{mitted to them, as 
foon as convenient, to the Treas 
URER, 


ae a 


the advantage, | 
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POETRY. 
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NEW-YEAR’s ADDRESS. 


« This year thou shalt die.”’—Jur. 


ROLLING on her rapid course, 
Earth has gone her an?ual round ; 
Borne by time’s resistiess force, 
We have pass’d the last year’s bound. 
By the God of mercy plac’d 
On the threshold of the year, 
Think how fast your moments waste, 
Think what dread events are near. 
By the wise behest of heaven, 
When convulsions rock the world, 
God to us has being given, 
And the sails of life unfurl’d. 
War with’‘havoc now is ragin¥, 
Drenching earth with floods of gore ; 
And perhaps ere we'er presaging 
Round our land its storms may roar. 
But should public peace be sure, 
Nor our country doom‘d to mourn, 
Still what woes must we endure, 
Ere another year return? 
While the !asc its course has gone, 
Hourly has it seen mankind 
From the height of pleasure thrown, 
And to woe or death consign’d, 
While the present speeds its fight, 
As in former years we fare ; 
Like events ’twill bring to lignt, 
Ficighted deep with death and care. 
Scenes of mis’ry forward haste, 
Big with fate the moments fly ; 
In a post of peril plac’d, 
While we speak, we mourn, we die. 
Some, who high in office stand, 
Swell’d with all the pride of pow’r, 
Drop thé'sceptre of command, 
Ere the vear’s concluding hour. 
From the throng at Mammon’s shrine, 
Men, who place their trust in gold, 
W ho to earth their hopes confine, 
And have heav'n forlucre sold ; 
Death his victims shall select, 
From their dear-bought good to cal! 5 
While they years of joy expect, 
By his fatal stroke they fall. 


While the thoughtless, young and gay 
Thro’ the haunts of pleasure fly, 
Death has mark’d them as his prey, 
And the close of joy is nigh. 
From the sceptics faithless mind 
Death shall rend each doubt away ; 
And the haughty scorner find, 
*T was not weak nor vain to pray. 
Some, who'live at ease, yet think 
In the joys of heav’n to share, 
From their hopes this year shall sink 
In the anguish of despair. 
Let the base deceiver fear, 
Who boldly dares disguise to wear ; 
Death and judgment may be near, 
From your face the mask to tear. 
As the year pursues its flight, 
Taus the sons of guilt shall go 
Thronging from the land of light 
To the realms of hopeless wo. 
To the grave shall some descend, 
Who the paths of truth have trod, 
Who have reach’d their journey’s end 
And retire to dwell with God. 
All their days of toil are past, 
Ail their pangs of grief are o'er, 
Sin and suff’ring are at last, 
To be fear’d and felt no more. 
Forward look without dismay, 
Christian, thou hast nought to fear, 
That, which brings thy dying day, 
Is to thee a happy yeer. 
From thy eyes ’twill wipe all tears, 
*T will with sorrow end thy strife, 
Tis the best of all thy years, 
*T is the jubilee of life. 
Thoughtless mortals now awake, 
And the voice of wisdom heur, 
Guilt and folly’s paths forsake, [fear 
Make your God your trust, your 
Let his precepts guide your way, 
Be to Him each moment given; 
Then, the close of life’s frail day, 
Shall be th’ op’ning dawn of heaven. 
EuPHRANOR. 
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DoNnaATIONS TO THE VERMONT RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 
From Samuel Miller, Efg. Middlebury, 50 Teftaments. 


From a young man, - 


a 20 Tras. : 
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